
TO MY FIELD OFFICERS  
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 

w ritten  by  W illiam  Booth , Dec.1 900 , to encourage h is  off icers , 
a t th e  beginn in g of  th e n ew  cen tu ry . 

My Dea r  Com ra des , 

Th e da wn  of th e New Cen tu ry, a lth ou gh  in  I rea lity lit t le  m ore 
th a n  a  s en t im en t , d ra ws  ou t  m y h ea r t , a n d  s en ds  m y s p ir it  
won der in g a fter  you , s ca t tered  a s  you  a re th rou gh ou t  th e wor ld , 
a n d  p rom pts  m e to wr ite you  a  lin e of cou n s el a n d  a ffect ion . 
 
1 . I WANT TO EXPRESS THE CONTINUANCE OF THE DEEP AND 
UNDYING INTEREST I FEEL IN E  V E R Y T H I N G, WHETHER 
LARGE OR SMALL, THAT CONCERNS YOUR WELFARE. Wh a tever  
h a s  to d o with  th e h ea lth , h a pp in es s , a n d  p rogres s  of m y officers  
is  a  m a t ter  of rea l m om en t  to m e. 
 
2 . I WANT TO HAVE THE SATISFACTION OF TELLING YOU HOW 
FULLY I APPRECIATE THE SACRIFICES DAILY CAL LED FOR BY 
YOUR POSITION. My own  exper ien ce qu a lifies  m e n ot  on ly to 
rejoice with  you  in  you r  s a t is fa ct ion s  a n d  joys , bu t  a ls o to 
u n ders ta n d , a n d  to s ym pa th ize with  you  in  you r  t r ia ls  a n d  
d ifficu lt ies . I h a ve t ra velled  th e wa y of Toil a n d  Con flict  b efore you . 
I kn ow wh a t  it  is  to h a ve m ock in g crowds  in  th e open  a ir , a n d  
s m a ll a u d ien ces  in doors ; or , wh a t  is  m ore d is h ea r ten in g s t ill, 
s m a ll a u d ien ces  everywh ere. 

I kn ow wh a t  it  is  to con ten d  with  th e oppos it ion  of Fra ct iou s  
Sin n ers  a n d  Hopeles s  Ou tca s ts , a n d  to s u ffer  th e con tra d ict ion  of 
Ca n ta n kerou s  Sa in ts . I k n ow wh a t  it  is  to figh t  th e Figh t  of Fa ith  
for  wa n t  of peop le, a n d  s ou ls , a n d  m on ey, a n d  every oth er  good  
th in g. I kn ow, with  th e Apos t le, wh a t  it  is  b oth  to s u ffer  wa n t , a n d  
to be fu ll, a n d  to a bou n d . 
 
3 . I WANT TO REPEAT WHAT I HAVE, PERHAPS, TOLD YOU 
BEFORE, HOW FULLY I REALIZE THE FACT THAT THE WELL-
BEING OF THE ARMY IS, TO A LARGE DEGREE, IN YOUR 
HANDS. You  h a ve h a d  m u ch  to d o with  th e won derfu l s u cces ses  
of th e pa s t , wh ile th e p resen t  a n d  th e fu  tu re a re very la rgely 
with in  you r  p ower . I feel th is . I wa n t  to repea t  it  to you  over  a n d  
over  a ga in . How grea t , th en , is  you r  res pon s ib ility. 



An d n ow in  th a t  fu tu re, r igh t  in  fron t  of u s  a ll, is  th is  New 
Yea r ; n a y, th is  New Cen tu ry. Does  it  n ot  s t r ike you  a s  bein g of 
in fin ite im por ta n ce th a t  we s h ou ld  m a ke th e very m os t  of it ?  An d  
th a t  m ea n s  th a t  we s h ou ld  begin  it  well. 

THE NEW YEAR MAY BE MY LAST ON EARTH. Wh o kn ows ? 
Wh ile I wr ite th is  I m a y be on  th e very border la n d  of th e Etern a l 
Wor ld .  I a pp recia te th a t  n ea rn es s , m y com ra des ; bu t  s om e dea r  
b roth er  or  s is ter  in to wh os e h a n ds  m y ep is t le will com e m a y be 
n ea rer  s t ill. Ma jor  Elm s lie, wh o wen t  to Hea ven  s o s u dden ly in  
Au gu s t  la s t , s a id  to h is  dea r  wife, a s  h e left  h om e for  th e la s t  t im e: 
“If th e Tru m pet  s ou n d s  before m y retu rn , everyth in g is  in  order . I 
a m  rea dy.” Oh , to h a ve th e s a m e b les s ed  p repa redn es s  for  Ea r th  
a n d  Hea ven ! To th a t  en d , m y Com ra des , bea r  with  m e wh ile I 
m a ke a  s u gges t ion  or  two, wh ich , if you  follow, will, I th in k , go a  
lon g wa y towa rds  m a k in g 1901  a  h oly, h a pp y, a n d  u s efu l - yea r  to 
you ; th a t  is , if you  s h ou ld  be perm it ted  to s pen d  it  on  ea r th . - 
 
1 . MAKE A NEW START. Wh a t  a  p r ivilege it  is  to h a ve th e 
opp or tu n ity. Ava il you rs elf of it . You  s a y s om etim es : “Oh , if I cou ld  
begin  m y life over  a ga in , h ow d ifferen t ly wou ld  I a ct !” Th a t  ca n n ot  
be, bu t  you  ca n  d o s om eth in g very like it . You  a re, com pa ra t ively 
s pea k in g, you n g, on ly in  th e m orn in g of you r  da ys ; a n d  h ere in  
th e ligh t  of a ll th e exper ien ce of you r  pa s t  yea rs , you  ca n  begin  
a fres h ; a n d  s o, perh a ps , be a b le to m a ke. a  b ig p iece of you r  
exis ten ce n ew. 
 
2 . DON’T WASTE TIME BY WORRYING OVER THE FAILURES OF 
THE PAST. Let  th em  go. On e of th e grea tes t  m en  of m odern  t im es  
ga ve, a s  on e of th e rea s on s  for  h is  s u cces s , th a t  h e n ever  s pen t 
t im e or  en ergy in  la m en t in g h is  fa ilu res . Wh en  h e h a d  fa iled  in  
a n y of h is  va r iou s  en terpr is es —a n d  wh ere is  th e m a n  th a t  d oes  
n ot  fa il a t  t im es ?—h e t r ied  a ga in  in  s om e oth er  fa s h ion . Th a t  is  
th e p la n  u p on  wh ich  I h a ve a cted , m y Com ra des . It  h a s  s tood  m e 
in  good  s tea d . I recom m en d  it  to you . Alwa ys  be a im in g a t  s om e 
th in g good  a n d  im por ta n t  to God  a n d  m a n . Do you r  b es t  for  it s  
a t ta in m en t . If you  fa il to ga in  you r  ob ject  by on e m ea n s , let  th a t  
go, a n d  with  you r  wh ole s ou l t ry a n oth er , n ever  depa r t in g from  
th a t  Su prem e Pu rpos e to wh ich  you  h a ve com m it ted  you rs elf for  
Tim e a n d  Etern ity; n a m ely, th e Glory of you r  Sa viou r  in  th e 
Sa lva t ion  of th e los t . 
 



3 . BE SURE YOU START THE NEW CENTURY WITH A CLEAN 
SHEET. Don ’t  be a fra id  to ca ll u p  a n d  fa ce th e th in gs  in  wh ich  you  
h a ve been  wron g du r in g th e yea r  ju s t  gon e. Ackn owledge th em  
before God , a n d  if n eces s a ry, con fes s  th em  before m en ; th en , by 
fa ith , cla im  th e fu ll vir tu e of th e Clea n s in g Blood , a n d  s o roll a ll 
th e u gly b lotch es  of th e pa s t  in to ob livion . Pa s s  th em  in to th e 
“ ever la s t in g forgetfu ln es s ,”  n ever  to be m en t ion ed  a ga in . Oh , th e 
won der fu l pos s ib ilit ies  th a t  flow ou t  of th e Sa cr ifice of th e Cros s ! 
 
4 . START THE NEW CENTURY WITH THE INFLEXIBLE 
DETERMINATION TO DO YOUR DUTY AT ALL COSTS. Oh , th a t  
p reciou s  word  “d u ty.”  Dis cover in g wh a t  du ty is , a ccep t in g it  a s  th e 
la w of you r  life, a n d  goin g forwa rd  in  obed ien ce to it , ir res pect ive 
of wh a t  s eem s  p lea s a n t , p rofita b le, pop u la r , or  a n yth in g else, will 
be th e m a k in g of you . Th a t  is  th e s or t  of th in k in g, a n d  feelin g, a n d  
a ct in g th a t  m a kes  Sa in ts , th a t  m a kes  Heroes ; a ye, a n d  th a t  m a kes  
Con qu erors . Cu lt iva te it . Do you  wa n t  a  Wa tch  word  for  1901 ? 
Ca n  you  h a ve a  word  m ore u s efu l, m ore s t im u la t in g, or  m ore God-
h on ou r in g th a n  th a t  on e word  “ Du ty”? I a m  n ot  s u re wh eth er  you  
ca n . Th a t  is , if you  in terpret  it  a s  m ea n in g “ fa ith fu ln es s  to you r  
Vows ,  lovin g God  with  a ll you r  h ea r t , a n d  lovin g you r   Neigh bou r  
a s  you r  s elf.”  If you  ta ke a n oth er  m otto, be s u re a n d  h a ve th a t  
p reciou s  word  in  a dd it ion . 
 
5 . RESOLVE TO MAKE THE BEST YOU CAN OF YOURSELF. I 
ca re n ot  wh a t  you r  a ge, or  exper ien ce, or  doin gs  m a y be. I th in k  I 
a m  p repa red  to ven tu re th e s ta tem en t , th a t  you  a re a s  yet  a n  
u n k n own  qu a n t ity to you rs elf, a n d  m ore to oth er  peop le, a s  fa r  a s  
Na tu ra l Ca pa city is  con cern ed , a n d  you  will on ly d is cover  you rs elf 
to you rs elf by h a rd  work  a n d  pa t ien t  persevera n ce. 

I tell you  a ga in , th a t  you  don ’t  k n ow wh a t  you  a re ca pa b le of 
doin g. Wh y, I feel very m u ch  like th a t  a bou t  m ys elf! You  m a y, 
perh a ps , th in k  th a t  I h a ve com e to s om e s or t  of com plete s elf- 
kn owledge a t  m y a ge; bu t  n o, I feel a s  th ou gh  I h a d  on ly rea ch ed  
th e begin n in g of th e kn owledge of m y ca pa city for  th e service of 
God  a n d  m a n ; a s  th ou gh   I wa s  on ly ju s t  lea rn in g h ow to ta ke 
h old  of th e m igh ty forces , Divin e a n d  Hu m a n , wh ich  a re a t  m y 
d is p os a l. 

Ma ke th e m os t  of you rs elves , I beseech  you , m y Com ra d es . 
Mu lt itu des  a re bu r ied  wh ile yet  th eir  ta len ts  a n d  qu a lit ies  

a re a ll u n d is covered  a n d  u n exercis ed . Don ’t  let  it  be s o with  you . 
You  m u s t  m a ke m igh ty s t r ides  forwa rd  du r in g th e com in g yea r . 



How a re you  to d o it? I a m  s or ry I ca n n ot  give you  m ore th a n  two 
ru les  for  im provem en t  h ere, bu t  th ey a re very ch oice— in deed , th ey 
a re m y fa vou r ites . 

1 . Try to p lea se God  in  everyth in g you  a t tem pt . 
2 . Do everyth in g a s  well a s  ever  you  ca n . 

Th os e a re two roya l Ru les , wor th y of bein g p r in ted  in  let ter s  
of gold . Write th em  on  you r  m em ory. Ch er is h  th em  in  you r  h ea r t . 
Redu ce th em  to p ra ct ice, a n d  do it  a t  on ce. 
 
6 . MAKE SOUL-SAVING THE BUSINESS OF YOUR LIFE. I bega n  
h ere. I h a ve con t in u ed  h ere. I a m  h ere to-da y. I p ropos e dyin g 
h ere. I rem em ber  it  bein g s a id  of s om e popu la r  p rea ch er  in  m y 
ea r ly da ys , “ He ou gh t  n ever  to lea ve th e pu lp it : h e s h ou ld  live a n d  
d ie th ere.”  Fa in  wou ld  I live a n d  d ie toilin g a t  th e Mercy Sea t . If 
a n y th in g m a ter ia l s h ou ld  be pu t  in to m y coffin  a s  a n  em blem  of 
m y h ea r t ’s  ch oices t  deligh t , I wou ld  s a y, “Let  it  be a  Pen iten t  
Form .” 

Accep t  a n d  cu lt iva te th e work  of Sou l-Sa vin g, m y Com ra des , 
n ot  on ly a t  th e Pen iten t  Form , bu t  m a ke wh a t  it  represen ts  th e 
s p ir it  of a ll you r  exercis es . Sta r t  r igh t  a wa y with  th is  ob ject  before 
you , in  you r  Open  Air  a n d  In door  Ga th er in gs , in  you r  Vis ita t ion s , 
in  you r  Sh elters  a n d  Hom es  a n d  Colon ies , in  you r  con vers a t ion s , 
a n d  in  a ll els e. Wh eth er  you  ea t  or  d r in k , s in g or  p ra y, or  ta lk , or  
wh a ts oever  you  d o, d o a ll with  you r  eyes  on  glor ifyin g God , in  
s a vin g a n d   s a n ct ifyin g th e s ou ls  of th e m en , wom en , a n d  ch ild ren  
with  wh om  th e Holy Gh os t  will b r in g you  in to con ta ct . 
 
7 . MAKE THE MOST OF EVERY OPPORTUNITY. “ In  th e m orn in g 
s ow th y s eed , a n d  in  th e even in g with h old  n ot  th in e h a n d : for  
th ou  kn owes t  n ot  wh eth er  s h a ll p ros per , eith er  th is  or  th a t ,  or  
wh eth er  th ey both  s h a ll be a like good .” Don ’t  des p is e th e da y of 
s m a ll a n d  feeb le th in gs . Ra th er  glory in  d oin g you r  very bes t  with  
th em . I a lwa ys  reckon  to d o a s  well for  a  few peop le a s  I do for  
m a n y. I n ever  a llow th e excu s e of p u t t in g th e few off beca u se th e 
m a n y a re n ot  th ere. Ma ke th e bes t  you  ca n  of wh a t  a p pea rs  to be 
on ly s m a ll ch a n ces . Th e Scotch  p roverb  s a ys :  “Mony  a m ick le  
m ak es  a  m uck le.”   If a ll th e lit t le  opp or tu n it ies  th a t  m y dea r  
Officers  h a ve th rou gh  ou t  th e wor ld  in  a  s in gle da y were th rown   
togeth er , wh a t  a  m igh ty m u ck le th a t  wou ld  be! 
 
8 . DON’T OVERLOOK THE CHILDREN. DON’T! DON’T! DON’T! 
Oh , I feel a s  if I cou ld  on  ben ded  kn ees  beg of you  to ca re for  th e 



you n g peop le. Bu t  of la te yea rs  I h a ve a lwa ys  been  s a yin g th is . 
Will you  a t ten d? Will you  s t r ive to gra t ify m e in  th is ? Will you , 
a m on g th e oth er  th in gs , m a ke 1901  a  you n g peop le ’s  yea r . 
 
9 . CULTIVATE HOME BLESSINGS AS FAR AS YOU HAVE 
OPPORTUNITY. If you  d o s o th ey will becom e very p reciou s . I 
kn ow I a m  ever  a s k in g you , Pa u l-like, to s a cr ifice th e ea se a n d  
deligh ts  of h om e for  th e s a ke of you r  Sa viou r , a n d  th e s ou ls  for  
wh om  He d ied . St ill, I h a ve a  feelin g th a t  th e Sa lva t ion  Officer  
fin ds  a s  la rge a  m ea s u re of th e s weetes t  ea r th ly pea ce a n d  th e 
dea res t  ea r th ly joy in  wife, or  h u s ba n d , a n d  ch ild ren , a n d  h om e, 
a s  th e a vera ge in d ivid u a l a rou n d  h im . Th a t  is , wh en  h e is  fa ith fu l 
to th e du t ies  a n d  ob liga t ion s  th a t  belon g to th em . 

I kn ow wh a t  it  is  to s a cr ifice h om e a n d  h om e du t ies , a n d  
h om e joys , for  th e s a ke of m y Lord  a n d  th e Sa lva t ion  of m en ; a n d  I 
h a ve kn own  wh a t  it  h a s  been  to h a ve th e s a t is fa ct ion s  a n d  joys  of 
h om e given  ba ck  to m e. I kn ow wh a t  it  is , too, in  th is  r es pect , to 
m a ke Ch r is t  fir s t  a n d  la s t , a n d  a ll, a n d  in  a ll. Go a n d  d o th e s a m e, 
m y Com ra des . Do th e s a m e. 

I s en d  m y love to you  a n d  to ea ch  a n d  a ll th e dea r  on es  in  
you r  h om e, a n d  m a y a ll th e n eeded  b les s in g of God  be u pon  you , 
a n d  u p on  a ll wh o a re dea r  to you , a n d  m a y a ll th e b les s in g you  
n eed  be with  you  a ll th rou gh  th e com in g Yea r  a n d  th rou gh  a ll th e 
com in g Yea rs  of you r  life, a n d  ever  rem em ber  m e a s  
 
You r  a ffect ion a te Gen era l, 
 
Will ia m  Boot h .  
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE SALVATION ARMY, 
LONDON, E .C.   Decem ber , 1900 . 


