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ABSTRACT

The drive behind this inquiry was to research an aspect of ministry where the person
involved is heavily reliant on the Spirits power. The area of ministry chosen was ‘faith-
healing’ whereby God by His divine power intervenes and brings healing to someone
who is suffering with sickness or disease. This healing could be instantaneous, or occur
over a period of time.

The plan and purpose of this report was to identify the place of ‘faith-healing’ as a
ministry in The Salvation Army(TSA) early days and its importance for first year officers
in New Zealand (NZ) today. The report also states TSA official position with regard to
Faith-healing and investigates how this position reconciles with actual practice in NZ of
recent times. There are some interesting findings with regard to faith-healing that have
been uncovered when researching the first 20-30 years of TSA. This initial journey of
TSA seems to have influenced strongly both (1) the TSAs official position on this
ministry and (2) the apparent low profile it has within TSA today. What seems to have
been lost in TSA journey out of its first 30 years is the obvious hunger General William
Booth had to see this ministry grow and multiply as part of TSA being Christ-like to the
whosoever. This report recommends the profile of faith-healing is lifted in accordance
with our founders heart on the subject, and that first year officers endeavour to include
faith-healing as an integral part of their ministry to those in their care and beyond.
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|. Introduction

The purpose of this report is threefold — firstly to research the evidence of faith-healing
in the early days of TSA, then secondly, to state TSA official position on the matter, and
thirdly explore how this reconciles with current practices in NZ.

For the purpose of this inquiry Faith-Healing is defined as follows:

The recovery of someone afflicted with sickness or disease, by the power of God’s
Spirit, in answer to faith and prayer, without the use of ordinary means, such as doctors,
medicines and the like.!

This recovery may be immediate or over a period of time.?> Either way the explanation
for the recovery is by divine intervention. The ministry of faith-healing was a priority for
Jesus®, and for His disciples®. The disciples were healing the sick in both the Gospels®
and the book of Acts®. This would reveal that faith-healing occurred as a ‘normal’ part
of ministry for followers of Christ. This report endeavours to identify how ‘normal’ faith-

healing is within the context of TSA.

! Based on William Booths definition. General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London:
International Headquarters of The Salvation Army, 1902), 1-2

* Mark 8:22-25

® Matthew 4:23; Matthew 9:35; Acts 10:38

* Matthew 10:1

° Luke 10:1

® Acts 4:14; 5:15; 8:7-8; 9:32-35; 14:8-10; 19:11-12; 28:8-9



[I The Task

[I.I Description

The task is based on the following question:
What evidence has there been of ‘faith healing’ ministry in TSA past, how is this
officially regarded by TSA today, how does this reconcile with current practices in NZ?

lI.Il The process and scope

Researching faith-healing within TSA has involved reading many of the movements
early day books and articles. It has also involved looking into those who practiced faith-
healing outside TSA, and how this influenced those within the movement. TSA official
position was researched looking to see how this lined up with actual practice in NZ

today.



[l The Inquiry
lll.1 ‘Faith-healing’ - The Early Days
[I.1.I Pre-1900

It would seem that The Salvation Army(TSA) from its inception did not foresee the level
to which ‘faith healing’ would become part of it's early mission and ministry.” During the
1880’s God was at work, from late night healing meetings in tents, to Divine Healing
Conventions at Army camps, people were reported as being miraculously healed. In
the UK, one Major Pearson® believed in the power of God to restore the blind, the lame,
and the deaf and held services in the Tontine Street Circus, Hanley®. Many thousands
were reported to have attended, and before the night was over several people had
ascended to the platform to testify of miraculous healings.’® Divine Healing
Conventions were being held by Canadian Officers (such as Captain George E.
Fisher'!) and also in Stratford, Canada, a Captain Payne was an enthusiastic reporter of
healing, proud that in TSA, “the deaf hear, the lame walk, and the leprous sinners are

cleansed”.'?

In the NZ War Cry 1886, it was reported ‘On Sunday, June 6™ God told us in a vision to
go to Miss Ross and tell her in the name of King Jesus to get up. In His strength she
obeyed, to the joy of her family...on Wednesday 10"...Wilhelminn Ross worshipped in

public for the first time since smitten with paralysis sixteen years before.”™® This is one

7 See William Booths War Cry article in Appendix 5

8 An article about Major Pearsons healing services also appeared on page 4, column 1 of the NZ War
Cry, 12 February, 1887. This article outlined a number of significant testimonies of Divine Healing.
See Appendix 3 for full article.

9 Hanley in Stoke-On-Trent, UK.

10 Colonist, Volume XXVIII, Issue 4107, 8 April 1885, Page 3

http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/paperspast?a=d&d=TC18850408.2.13 13/02/2011

See Appendix 1 for full article.

11 James William Opp, The Lord for the Body, (McGill- Queen’s University Press: Montreal, 2005), 83

12 James William Opp, The Lord for the Body, (McGill- Queen’s University Press: Montreal, 2005), 84

13 C.A. Fulton, Divine Healing, (The War Cry — New Zealand, 1886; 3rd July, page 2, Column 1) - See
Appendix 2 for full article



of many testimonies of ‘faith-healings’ being reported in TSA War Cry publication

throughout the world.



[II.I.II The turn of the century

Prior to the 1900’s it seemed that ‘faith healing’ was a growing ministry in TSA.**
However, in the late 1890s, one Commissioner Arthur Booth-Clibborn®®, was preaching
divine healing within TSA. The heart of his message was aligned with other faith
healers of the day claiming that “...Christians may claim healing from sickness on the
grounds that Christ has already carried that sickness for them just as he has carried
their sins".*® Although the General believed in, and desired to see more healing
miracles in TSAY, his view on the Atonement*® was not that Christ carried sickness in

the same way that He carried sin.*®

At the end of 1900, Arthur Booth-Clibborn specifically wrote the General requesting
liberty to preach freely ‘divine healing’® but he was refused based on William Booths
doctrinal stance, and as a result Arthur and wife Catherine resigned from TSA.*' After
his resignation Arthur felt ‘free to preach the urgent Gospel not only of Christ the
Saviour, but Christ the healer...”?

The Generals response to this “runaway”?®

teaching was a memorandum on faith
healing that was released later in 1902. This not only clarified TSA doctrinal position, it

also revealed the founders heart on faith-healing.

14 James William Opp, The Lord for the Body, (McGill- Queen’s University Press: Montreal, 2005), 83

15 Married to William Booths eldest daughter, Catherine

16 Petts, David (1993) Healing and the atonement. PhD thesis, University of Nottingham.

17 General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London: International Headquarters of The
Salvation Army, 1902), 6

18 See Appendix 4 for supporting information about the Atonement and ‘faith-healing’.

19 General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London: International Headquarters of The
Salvation Army, 1902), 18

20 Carolyn Scott, The Heavenly Witch (London: Hamish Hamilton Ltd., 1982), 194

21 After an extended dispute over policy the Booth-Clibborns finally left the Army in 1902, founding a
European Christian Mission of Friends of Zion....the resignation of the Booth- Clibborns and Arthurs
public association with the faith healing activities of Dowie were traumatic events in Army ranks, and
the estrangement from her family proved to be very difficult for Kate, who was less than two months
away from giving birth. James William Opp, The Lord for the Body, (McGill- Queen’s University
Press: Montreal, 2005), 88

22 Carolyn Scott, The Heavenly Witch (London: Hamish Hamilton Ltd., 1982), 195

23 Arch Wiggins, The History of The Salvation Army — Vol. four * 1886-1904 (Edinburgh: Thomas Nelson
and Sons Ltd., 1964), 166



lII.I.III The Founder on ‘faith-healing’

In his memorandum, the General emphatically states his desires with regard to ‘faith-
healing’:

‘| strongly desire that these instances of Divine interposition should greatly increase
and multiply amongst us.’**

Booth suggests that the performance of such miracles could be a powerful way to
captivate people’s attention, alerting them to things eternal and opening the door for
sharing the Gospel.?®

“We have proclaimed this on the house-tops...” Booth stresses, ‘...[that] we
Salvationists have believed and taught from the beginning that God does, when He
sees that He can thus glorify Himself and benefit men, go out of His ordinary course in
healing the sick in answer to the Prayer of Faith.”® Booth goes on to say “Therefore,

oh, my Comrades, | want you to labour mightily for their [faith-healings] multiplication.”’

24 General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London: International Headquarters of The
Salvation Army, 1902), 18

25 Ibid.

26 Ibid. 9

27 Ibid. 6
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[1l.1l Salvationist perspective today

The latest edition of TSA Handbook of Doctrine states that TSA recognises all spiritual
gifts®® including healing, ‘which places the movement firmly in the non-dispensationalist
camp’.®

Although TSA has always been open to faith-healing as part of its ministry, the Orders
and regulations for Officers reveal the desire for a more conservative approach:

‘While TSA does not usually practice faith healing in public, the officer may during the
course of visitation be requested to pray for the sick.”*°

This does not diminish the Army’s underlying stance with regard to any ministry which is
to replicate the life of Christ®* — i.e. if it was important for Jesus, it's important for
Salvationists.*

‘There is no avoiding what the risen Christ said to the eleven apostles: ‘they will place
their hands on sick people and they will get well’ (Mark 16:18 NIV).”®

Phil Needham when writing about TSA perspective on healing says that it should be a
central concern in the life of the church. He says that it is not a peripheral issue, and

that ‘...every Christian is called to...represent Christ's healing power to the world.”*

28 International Doctrine Council, Salvation Story, (London: International Headquarters, 1998), 112

29 David Noakes, Divine Healing: What's the Salvationsit View? (Article in the NZ War Cry, 12th April
2008) David Noakes also explains in his article that Non-dispensationalist do not adhere to the belief
that certain gifts were “dispensed with” following Pentecost.

30 Orders and Regulations for Officers of The Salvation Army, (London: International Headquarters,
1997), 34

31 To be like Jesus this hope possesses me, in every thought and deed, this is my aim my creed, To be
like Jesus! The Salvation Army Song Book, Chorus section, no. 107 (London: International
Headquarters, 1986), 778

32 ‘Jesus cared about every dimension of human life...his ministry demonstrated a healing response to
human suffering and disease in all its forms.’ International Doctrine Council, Salvation Story, (London:
International Headquarters, 1998), 93-94

33 Ed. Graham Calvert (Phil Needham), Health Healing and Wholeness — Salvationist Perspective
(London: The Salvation Army International Headquarters, 1997), 60

34 Ibid. 25
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LIl ‘Faith-healing’ today in NZ

Faith-healing in TSA does not appear to be an avenue of ministry that is ‘proclaimed
from the rooftops’ today in NZ. The apparent quietness on the subject suggests that
either faith-healing is a rarity, or more likely that there is a hesitation to circulate
testimonies too widely within TSA circles.®* Either way this quietness does not help
develop faith-healing as a viable ministry within TSA.*®

Over recent times occasionally testimonies have found there way into various SA

publications:

. Steve Chalmers - Heart testimony*’
. Home group meeting healing®

. Jackie Satherleys story*

Where faith-healing is occurring there is an apparent diversity in the expression of the
ministry. Some Corps have been openly intentional by holding healing meetings*® while
others have adhered more closely to Orders and regulations by keeping faith-healing

more private in terms of practice.

35 Possibly because of the differing weight placed upon faith-healing among officers and Salvationists,
the less noise one makes on the subject, the less ripples of discontent will result. The logical
conclusion here is the limiting of sharing what God is doing to only those in the relevant circle of
understanding on the matter.

36 William Booths heart was that we would be far from silent on the subject. He says: Bring more faith

into your Testimonies. Hunt up the miracles wrought in your life, past and present, describe the

confidence you are reposing in God for the future, and tell all out for the glory of God and the
encouragement of your comrades. General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London:

International Headquarters of The Salvation Army, 1902), 7,8

37 See Appendix 6 for Steve Chalmers testimony

38 See Appendix 7 for story from Owen L Ojalas homegroup.

39 See Appendix 8 for Jackie Satherleys testimony

40 Craig Millington’s article in The War Cry, 4th August 2007 mentioned that the Palmerston North Corps
advertised ‘miracle healing meetings’. Napier Corps Newsletters advertised ‘Healing and miracle
services’ during 2009.
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IV Analysis and Discussion

IV.1 Significance of Findings

Faith-healing was quite prominent in the very early years of TSA, however the amount
of easily accessible records of faith-healing occurring seems to drop off following the
release of William Booths Memorandum on the subject, 1902. Although clearly
revealing his positive disposition toward faith-healing, the memorandum was written to
doctrinally ‘hem in’ those who were becoming extreme in their practice. This ‘hemming-
in” may have caused a shying away from the pursuit of faith-healing within the ranks of
TSA.

The somewhat conservative attitude of TSA toward faith-healing, and the apparent
diversity with regard to its actual practice would suggest TSA is uncertain of how to

effectively and consistently minister in this area.

IV.1l Relevance for a first year officer

The first year officer should seek to replicate the life of Christ in every way — including
creating room for those in their care and beyond to experience divine healing. The
healing ministry can result in powerful testimonies of God’s goodness that can
encourage and build faith within community. Healing testimonies can also open the

door for sharing the Gospel with unbelievers.
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IV.lIIl Recommendations

Although faith-healing is not necessarily considered as a driving imperative for TSA, it
would do no harm for first year Officers to lift the profile of what is possible when the
power of God is at work, and to create opportunities for Him to move in this way.

Should Officers not feel confident engaging personally in a faith-healing ministry, they
could look for someone who is gifted in this area and work with them to develop this
ministry. Some ways to lift the profile of faith-healing in the Corps could be:

. Republish in Corps Newsletters/War Cry the portions of William Booths
Memorandum that reveal his heart on the subject.

. TSA could release a more succinct, affirming publication about its desire for faith-
healing to increase in the movement.

. Take up William Booths challenge to labour mightily for the increase of Faith-
Healings

. Start up a Healing Meeting. Work with your Corps folk and plan to hold a Healing
Meeting.

. Publish and promote testimonies that will inspire and encourage people
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V Conclusion

Salvationists are not dispensationalists; they firmly believe that faith-healing has a part
to play in ministry. However, the issue TSA faces is not a theological one, it's more
about the tendency not to actively pursue faith-healing as a ministry. The power of God
is what sets TSA apart from other social agencies and community groups.
Consequently Salvationists should pursue Divine interposition for faith-healing so that
God is glorified and people are arrested to His Divine capabilities, and not to the efforts

of a movement or the people in that movement.



Appendices

Appendix One — Newspaper article about Major Pearso  n

Colonist, Volume XXVIII, Issue 4107, 8 April 1885,

Page 3
http://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/cqi-
bin/paperspast?a=d&d=TC18850408.2.13
13/02/2011

Tar Press Association state that some
faithhealing miracles in connection
with thie Salvation Army are reported

from Hanley, Major Pearssn, who |’

professes a’ power of restoring the
blind, the deaf, and the lame, held
services 1In Tontme Street Cireus,
Hanley. Many thousands of persons
attended, including over 100 invalids

of all ages, some of the whom were|:

bmuﬂht to the circus in Bath chairs,

bemg unable to use their lower limbs. |

After the ordinary service the faith-
hea]m" ceremonial commenced. The

miajor “and his subalterns threw off|

their outer garments and descended
into the arens. A lad who'had been

a cripple from an early age -was first:
operated upon, and while the’ Thajor |

vigorously rubbed the disabled limb,
his followers and the congreqa,tlon, at
the request of the major, engaged in
prayer. They prayed emnestiy and

long, and finally the lad~was ‘induced’

to rise and walk about a little. The
major, amid ‘the greatest excitement,
proclaimed that the Almwhby had
answered- their prayers.. Before this
result was brought about the ‘major’s
followers, had dispersed themselves
over the .hall,. the detachments  sur-
rounding ono of the many who had
come to be healed. They: prayed

vigorously, and the scene, which lasted
uptil mid-night, was of & most exciting’

c,hara.cter An old womon, who repre-

eiehted that she had been deaf for forty |

years, stated that she had regained her

hearing, and a young woman, who went |

to the building stone .deaf testified to
her ‘cure. Another ‘young woman, a
confirmed :invalid, who was taken to
the cireus in a Bnth chair, was prayed
for and ﬁna.ﬁv starmeled to her feet
and walked 2 yald or two, and a few
moments, afterwards another woman
walked feebly across the building, her
Bath ' chair' being hoisted ' over the
heads of the people, thie throng shout-
mg “The Lord be praised,” and malk-
ing use of ejaculaiions oxpressive of
their astonishment. Several persons
ascended the platform and publicly
testified to. Lheu cura, and-the conare-
gation joined in thanks-gn ing for these
m1racu1uus recoveries.
‘-—-"'m IFTSU I )
i . Exousmusy  are. learniug to ‘like
American “beans, and there is an in-
(& ee{sxng exportation to that country,




Appendix Two — War Cry article:
From: The War Cry — New Zealand, 1886; 3" July, page 2, Column 1

L, , _'._'._. L H. .. Ry 'l'_f
u " —'T - — . -‘I. gﬂi
O . )
L te L NGO !
" - DIVINE HEALING, -
SR T . TO-THE EDITl; 'm-"f;n:j*-.r.-.n cev”. | R
et Dear'brather jn-Cinist,—1 £eid von the trne |
S Aecount of the raising up to pertict healih. of | mee
o ... Wilhehuina Ross by the L i Jgen=. - . - deg
LT O Minduy, Moy 3ist we nunointed  har who

—-+ - . decording 10 the. donunand. ., v 18- 16, whien
e .. G0l gave g the assurance that He had healed, | 28
Ty o Wolld-Faise (er i from the bt @l whialy | 9pen
. sheshadl lain for sixteen years. © < ° - lofter
T On By e I Grit-told-neir-n~isiom the-¢
: - .10 go to Miss Hoss'and tell her, in thenae of -
E King Jesus, to get ap. In_His strength ghe
obeyd, to the joy of her fwinily, '
"~ The folluwing day Mra. Falten drove o 1lip w
Monge, and=3firss Rass “tonk her seat_in the R Ma
earringe ; and for two Hours visited her riends | can’t
aboul the district.” Thunksgiving services began | belies
at Woodeide tho same night, ani ire owrned and | Th
_ blessed of God in the conversion of many, mean
— . The Hall beimy ocenpied yn Weidnesday, 10
inse. the service wns transferred to the Church
-, 8t Wangaum, and Wilkelmina Ross warshipyed
" in publie fur the first time since switten with|  Ony
. F:urnl;.-aia sixteen years hafore, - Beveral others | ¢ War
avé sinee come forwdr® for annointin 2. nd to- [ gna or
day are praising God for restored health, one o
Meetings ave still ‘guing on with very hlessed
refmilts, - — Tan g
Waipori, June 18th. «3C. A. Frirox, |declare
- to ery

—South—PDunedin- —— -5
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Appendix Three — Major Pearson — NZ War Cry article
Page 4, column 1 of the NZ War Cry, 12 February, 1887.

IR F_A_ITH;H_EHL—ING . ﬁhﬂ jnmpﬂﬂ up and vi:ﬂut Eﬂunﬂ ]
) fas : the House.
AR - - - . © {Criga of ™ Hallehijul T Praiag ihe FordTy ~ 7
wakEﬁe:'_d, tcl!; atlenling was next altracted by 8 grnmun L
. - . IS qggﬁgﬁﬂutﬁ:rm wearing the Salvation poke bon. |
I . Dot nd with a child i her arny, Har tentiony !
WY AN o eisinaL PEIRINTTSY, wns 10 the cffect tirat 3¢ #ewme timo ‘ghe had{™
. AR iy A A I been e ill that she lad not bee sble to maka | t
[} Teiun “IE “nﬂkﬂﬁl!ld II."I'EE Ffl.'ﬂ-'l. } . ll'ﬂf oW hEd, anid 1|E'I!' ﬂbiﬂ]'mﬂ. some of i.'ph:““ -
Es-tmoor is avidently a favourel spot.  Sou| wete prezeol, lad had to mwke it for her
tie azo it hecane {hy local. hendipaeriers of the h mirht after night. kst day one of her friends
Hn:f:'“limilﬁ::l"?  sthoolrooin on Stasley Iosd —-Cwi Hiiilﬂ-!hr-‘md lﬂ‘mi—h l‘H1_h"1'i'H1*'ﬂ'ﬂH ]m'-b
“bebag uiilized for the pur M. gome fo bry and pet to the meetirz~ Her reply
On Tisday Im_-;._; ]:':IF::if-Irs were out inforuming wai that by Gol's help sho intemfod to do ke, | ®
the pof.piu 1!.1“, A Pearsen wanli 1,,{_.]_.1 “ Hali- amil o ehe CRINE SCTOad, :Imd she wns now free ,'11?
nesx, Salvation, and I'.‘vi-:im-.lm.jrn,-; soervices,' O front szy gain whatever ! This -!m;:lu_rnlmn led ky
coursy, fuith-lealing i+ not peealiar tw the Sulva. to roewed agd still louder ¢jaculations from e
tion Arm ) MIRNY emincnt 1neh in -rl[n.-r risigiona ,i l:‘“ “”ﬁ{i{%ﬂ' . 1 'ﬂ- waimﬂfl‘ldmﬁmgl [;“-l"n wl
bodity by wving in it Ipmm"h:l:ty. For miyeslf, | 1 “_'ﬂ;l "?*i 1 _Eﬂ "l?]f ]H the Lzll, und wnid he -
‘724 mot prejucdicod: either onc way or the otlyer, sl 1 sckoowledgs .tlie benefit ho hod re. [ )"
Tam ot up in thenlopical "fuvstions, but io ag (! cvivi-! efzer an ilness OF sixies yengs, 1
| - apdiuary mortal thero Seema no reason why faith. : " Then Came g Quiet—iboking‘ Tl
healfng, if it be a reslity at ul), shonld o pociliar : an
Lo Lke firnt and not to the ninetoont, centyey, | . . -° Wowman; o

- lmave, hiowaver, others fo arwys this "point, my | wha wassented in front of the pistforio, aud her all
. objret being welely to pcond 1heo itupresuiong 1! atery, «hor aoid Aleple, wag thig;— | "

receiveid. on visiting  Fastmoor Inst Tuesdny “Whea [ eame in thiix afternoon I was ill, but

-

e

" H i Lies

evening, I prayel (Sod to tabe. tho illnosy away, apd he
Thoe servico extemled over fully Ewp linury, :] dh}; 55':._" Iy },' i

and wan-of's diversifiol charmcier. ” Mujor Pear. . In al! parts of the roam Pirsona were standing | —

evidently woR-neenstomed tn rln?r!‘reuu lasgza nn- l of the tt=te—and no oge could dloulit the earanst-
ro of people, and his xermon—if Pch it can be i 0288 of nuak of thoss present, Suel, are E0inm
olled-—was intenperast with fgine] * kimiles-and wii  Of the scenes | witnosied and the statements I}

pathetic ampenls, * 11ia apinion evidently was heanl, and | }:lnqa ther hafure the readera of the
that fni!F:-Ii:uMiug in ke ehorch s, or nirght to !

BOR da uw o respeciible.|yokine eldorly  roan, UP30Me 0n scaty, o order o par a batter wiow Aﬂ

s “"Frow Pfass " withiout any. comnént.on iy part.|
be, tli: norenal condition of things, and that after f :u. [leave your readers to Lorra that: i nﬁuf:n i
all it is vimply " merdly aiding the Salvation Armycis: evidently.]
R LR R T TE o _fﬂ':‘;l.ﬁ-r Iir- olr FI!'.IIEiHI god I‘e!igii!uj E_!Fa- “ I [ u
A Question of Faith on Man's That Cannot hs Laughed out-of r.-:;.:i

P - il
Part. . '_sziﬂtenﬂﬂ-! . ! i

I larned that a secvies ol ben lielid during
the afts roein, and severy] partivd oy farward
to testify us to the rewndts in thair own individua]
Cosens, i '

The first and APParenliv  tuogt strikiog ip-
stance war it of an eblerly wmnan, who teld
the teeting that for wome yeara she had been
unable o walk withont 1he nid of a alick or
crulek—I aw got spre which— Lt thatafiernoon
she bad been wo anuek benefiltesd that sha wag
now uble to do without it.  She way followed by
lier won, who corroborutes! Ly by seyiny that
8o kad suffered for five years from thickoens of |1
the juints of tho knee, which was continually | |
uwelling and cansing ber tn be in bod for woeks, |
md e had oo doubt some of those proseny|?
wounll luge seen when sho cane to the meetings | £
that eitler he of Hotieboly elve had to bring ler.|
Well, wlen le got howe that afternvon from fiq (!
work Le snid to her, * What has your faith done
for you, then 7™ aad ig reqply )
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Appendix Four — Atonement views

The doctrine that physical healing is provided in the atonement is defined as "the view
that Christians may claim healing from sickness on the grounds that Christ has already
carried that sickness for them just as he has carried their sins".

Petts, David (1993) Healing and the atonement. PhD thesis, University of Nottingham.

The New Testament passages used to support the doctrine are identified. These
include Matthew 8:17, 1 Peter 2:24, Galatians 3:13, 1 Corinthians 11:29-30, James
5:14-15, and Mark 16:15-18.

William Booth in his memorandum on faith-healing sa ys:

‘It must not be taught that Jesus Christ has, by His atoning sacrifice, redeemed the body
as He has redeemed the soul. Or, in other words, that He has procured Health for the
body in this life in the same sense that He procured Salvation for the soul.’

(same officers were saying at the time that Jesus Christ obtained — either by His life or
His death — deliverance from every form of physical sickness and pain, and that all that
is needed to be entirely free from both is to claim exemption by Faith)

General William Booth, Faith Healing: A Memorandum (London: International
Headquarters of The Salvation Army, 1902), 18

Assemblies of God View:

It is inescapable that there is an important connection between healing and the
Atonement. Yet biblical passages that speak specifically and clearly to this issue are
quite rare. Even the familiar and oft-quoted “by His scourging we are healed” (Isaiah
53:5; see 1 Peter 2:24) must be understood inclusively, embracing both spiritual
salvation and physical healing. Yet we must recognize that the thrust of the great
Messianic passage of Isaiah 52:13 through 53:12 is upon

Christ’s dying for our sins. We ought, therefore, to be cautious about trying to formulate
a detailed theology of “heal-ing in the Atonement.” Yet we need to be convinced that

divine healing is indeed mediated to us through the Cross. An important aspect of



19

biblical salvation is its holistic nature. Christ died to reverse the curse resulting from the
sin of our first parents; He redeemed us from the curse of the Law (Galatians 3:13). The
curse was death — both physi-cal and spiritual. He died for the whole man, not only for
man’s soul. His redemptive work includes salvation for all

aspects of man’s being, however one conceives the interrelationship of body, soul, and
spirit.

Physical healing occurs as a result of the atoning work of Christ, but at best it is only a
temporary deliverance since all must die. The greater physical deliverance is the
redemption of the body, which will undergo not only resurrection but also
transformation, never again to be subject to sickness and disease (Romans 8:23;
Philippians 3:20,21). Ultimately,

the consequences of physical and spiritual death have been overcome by the death of
the One who took upon himself both our sins and our sicknesses.

By: Anthony D. Palma Healing and the Atonement
(http://agchurches.org/Sitefiles/Default/RSS/IValue/Resources/Divine%20Healing/Article
s/HealingandAtonement.pdf.) accessed 16/02/2011

Recent Salvationist perspective:

‘He took upon himself the weight of our sin and the burden of our disease. He took upon
himself our suffering.’

‘Through our faith response to Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection we have been
rescued from the dominion of Satan, so that illness, disease and death are never the
last word.’

! Ed. Graham Calvert (Phil Needham), Health Healing and Wholeness — Salvationist

Perspective (London: The Salvation Army International Headquarters, 1997), 30,31
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Appendix Five — War Cry article

March 14, 1885 edition of the War Cry:

My Dear Comrades:

A good deal of attention is being given just now to what are known as the extraordinary
gifts of the spirit; that is, the ability to do something which is beyond the power of man to
do without the direct operation of God. Such gifts as these were, without doubt,
possessed by the Apostles both before and after the death of our Lord. They had the
gift of tongues; that is, they received suddenly the power to speak languages which they
had never learned. They had the gift of healing; that is, they cured the sick, opened the
eyes of the blind, unstopped the ordinary means. They wrought miracles; they caused
to happen that were contrary to the usual course of nature. These were very remarkable
gifts, proving that God was with them, because no man could do these things unless
God was operating directly through him. These gifts were useful, inasmuch as they
called attention to those who possessed them, declared that the mission of these
Officers was Divine, and justified men everywhere in believing what they had to say. For
this reason they were important to the world, and their possession today might be a
great blessing to mankind. There is not a word in the Bible which proves that we might
not have them at the present time... No man, therefore, can be condemned for desiring
them...

My comrades, let us covet, let us seek earnestly —nay, let us never rest until we
possess, in all its fullness this celestial passion.

Believe me, yours full of expectation for greater things, William Booth.
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Appendix Six — Heart testimony: Napier Corps News|  etter — Dec. 2008

My mum died of coronary artery disease(C.A.D), and 3 of my brothers have had cardiac
problems, so | went and saw a cardiologist, Dr Dyson at HB hospital for an assessment.

Two weeks later | underwent an ECG test on the treadmill. Part way through they said |
could stop now as they had found what they were looking for. Dr Dyson then told me |
had failed the test, with the presence of C.A.D. showing up. They would have to

perform an angiogram to determine the extent of the problem.

Robert and Jan prayed for me at church one Sunday morning and declared "by His
stripes we are healed". These words hit me really powerfully and | realised | could
claim this promise for myself and be healed there and then. It was at this point | felt

Gods healing power around my heart and | felt it expand.

The next Tuesday | underwent the angiogram. | can't recall being told there was no
sign of C.A.D. because of a tranquilising drug | was given, but when Jan came back into
the room Dr Dyson's words to her were, " all is well", the same words Robert used in his

prayer; i.e. when the doctors looked at the results they would find ‘all would be well’.

While in hospital | looked at my case notes particularly at the results of my ECG. There

were clear signs of C.A.D in the readings.
| feel very humble and gratefull that | have been healed. | feel | have been reborn -
literally given a new lease of life. God is a great God, a personal God to whom nothing

is impossible. To Him be all the Honour and Glory and Praise. Amen.

Stephen Chalmers
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Appendix Seven — Home Group meeting story

From Owen L Ojala’s book: Sounds of Abundance — The Holy Spirit at Work in TSA in
New Zealand. 1991, pages 44-45

A couple from the local Baptist Church came regularly to the house
meetings but the woman suffered badly with her leps, They were
twice the nommal size and somctmes caused her great pain. One
particular evening she was suffering and her husband suggested she
should go to bed instead of going 1o the meeting. "No" she said, "I
feel 1 should go. Let's go early and pet scated before the others
arrive.” Il was a great meeting and when prayer requests were called
for one sister asked for prayer that she might be a better withess in the
office where she worked. :

Another - anew convert - asked for wisdom and patience in dealing
with her three boisterous sons, We were about to close when the
Baptist lady who was seated on a low dumpy with her skirds to her
ankles, suddenly asked for prayer. I stood beside her and was just
going to pray in the usual way when the Spirit spoke to me and said,
"Jesus never prayed for the sick; He always commanded them to be
made well." For a split second I was in doubt, then acting on the
Spirit's guidance said,"Mrs Thompson, would you be willing to accept
your healing right here and now?" She said,"Yes I would.” Do you
have a promise from the Bible?" I asked. "Yes," she said without a
moment's hesitation, "Whatsoever you ask in faith, believing, it shall
be given you." So in a loud voice I responded, "Then in the name of
Jesus Christ be healed right now and be made perfectly whole, Praise
the Lord!™

The meeting finished and we ali, including Mrs Thompson, fraternised
over a cup of tea. Two days Jater I felt I should visit Mrs Thompson
to see how her faith was holding out. She invited me inside and
excitedly said, "I can't believe it really happened to me. I've been

praying for this for 13 years without success and I come along 1o your
meeting and it happens instantly, Why was that?™ I didn't know but I
believe the Spirit gave me the answer for I said, "You've been praying
for 13 years but you've teld yourself not 1o say a word to anybody in
case nothing happens.” She threw back her head and laughed heartily.
"That's exactly what I did say." We rejoiced together and gave God
the glory. He is a wonderful Saviour,



Appendix Eight — Jackie and Kerry Satherleys Story: Our Beautiful Blessing

LIFE 15 FULL of challenges. Some we work through quite easily,
bur others really vest cur faith, | believe God allows rimes like
these to happen and that he is interested to see how we handle
them. [ experienced a major challenge last year thar tested my
faith. 1 pray that I handled it in a way that pleased God and [
am shanng this experience to honour him,

I attend The Salvation Ammy chureh in Palmerston
Morch, I'm marmried o Kerry and we have been blessed with
two beautful daugheers: Feenee, 4, and Olivia, 15 menths. It
was the pregnancy with Olivia that was my challenge.

Medical Concarns

In May 2005, during the seventh mombh of pregnancy, my
midwife organised an ulmasound to determine why 1 was
carrying extra fluid around our baby., Rather than the scan
taking anly 13 minutes, it took over an hour. | knew something
was not right, The scan revealed that our baby had ree much
fluid in the ventricles of the brain and this news scared me a
lot. Further blood tests and amniocentesis confirmed that | was
carrying a virus called eytomepgalovirus (CMV).

CMV is a connmon virus that is passed from person to
person and is often picked up at places like pla]gg;‘cuﬁs and
kindergartens. Many people carry an antibody from having
CMV, but problems arise when 1t 15 contracted for the firse
time during pregnancy—as it was in my case. This creaces
extreme health nisks to the unborn baby, including possible
brain damage, blindness, deafiess, epilepsy, varying degrees of
mental retardation and in some cases, death.

The excitement that was building for the armval of our
second child was replaced with uncertainty and both Kerry and
I began to question, What condition would our baby be bom
in? How would we cope with a disabled child? Would aue
child even live after birth? All the questions humans cypically
ask when faced with something that is out of control came two,
like: "What have we done o deserve this? and, If God loves us
s much, why does he let things like this happen?

It was suggested that we request prayer from the prayer
chains operating at our church. Also, extended family members
i The Salvanon Army throughout NMew Zealand requesced
prayer from Gisborne, Auckland and Wairarapa, o Nelson,
Christchureh and more. Kerry's family also prayed at the
Lutheran church.

Lt was then that we began believing for healing for onr
baby. My view on physical healing was mixed. My father, Alvin
Hannah, had passed away at the age of 53 with bowel cancer.
Many people praved for his earthly healing, bur Ged chose to
heal completely in Heaven.

There are many accounts of healing in the Bible, bue I
antly knew of one miraculous healing within my family, that
of my mother's uncle, the Jate Major Ray Knight. He had an
inoperable brain twumour and was given only weeks o live.,
However, a friend laid hands on him and prayed for healing.
Doctors discovered the mmour had shrunk ro the size ofa 10-
cent piece and it stayed that way untl he passed away earlier this
year—almost 35 years after the initial diagnosis, God allowed
Ry thae extra ime on earth to finish his work for him. We
wondered, would God be able to heal our baby too?

Promises from God

Any woinan who has been pregnant knows that you can wake
in the night from the baby kicking or just feeling uncomfortable,
But | was often awake in the night from worrying about what
might be. [ recall one particular night | awoke suddenly and
nnmediately this song came to mind, ‘For you are great, you
do miracles so great, there is no one else like vou.” I believe this
came directly from God. This song resounded in my head for
weeks and it was a promise | clung to.

[ alse clung to God's Ward, particularly Psalm 139
verses 13-16: "For you created my inmost being, vou knic me
together in my mother’s womb. 1 praise you for I am feacfully
and wonderfully made ... My frame was not hidden from
you, when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven
together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my uvnformed
body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book

before one of them came to be." This reassured Kerry and me
that God was bigger than this virus. He was in control,

God also revealed himselfin other ways . While travelling
to the hospital for an ultrasound one moming, 1 saw a rainbow,
This is something often seen during the month of May. It was
something [ would notce, bur usually take for granced, This
time though, God reminded me through the rainbow that his
promiscs arc real and that he was with our family.
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Kerry and | had SOME
FAITH, but it was blurred
by all the medical facts

Later that day my sister Bronwyn tald me that while
driving her nine-year-old and six-year-old children o school
that morning they prayed for our baby. On arriving at school
a rainbow was visible above their classrooms. And again my
mother Christine Blake and her husband Graham with my
oldest sister Carolyn were contemplating sur sitvadon. They
noticed a bright rainbow at the end of their street that faded
Euickly_ These were not coincidences. God was reassuring

mily members of his presence and increasing our faith.

We were blessed to have the services of one of the
feww Christian midwives in our city. She has become 2 special
friend. She talked with us most days and prayed for and wich us,
1 remember during cne visit she said, “Whatever the outcome,
your baby will be perfect in Heaven.' This was a truth T was
sure of, but selfishly | wanted 2 perfect baby on earth too,

It was recomnmended that we visic Wellington Hospital
to meet with specialists and a pediamician, This was not an
encouraging experience. They had to be honest about the
prognosis for our baby and we cane away feeling there was no
hope. We were wamed that our baby already showed signs of
damage through the Auid on the brain, so chances were that it
would be quite ill at the dme of birth.

We were abso told that our haby would need to be

isolated in the neo-natal ward inunediately and we would have
to stay at least 2 week in hospital. The doctors spoke again of all
the negative outcomes that could ocour wirth this virus, [ recall
Kerry asking if there was any chance our baby will be okay.
The reply came, "It is unlikely.”

On the evening of 20 May we atended the montdhly
healing service at our corps, People from all over the city,
both from The Salvation Armvy and other churches and some
unchurched, came along. We were surrounded by members
of our family and church family. [ likened chis to the story in
Matthew chapter nine zbout a paralysed man whose friends
brought him to Jesus. The Bible says that when Jesus saw their
faith {the faith of the friends), he forgave the man his sins and
then healed him. That night Jesus would have seen the faith of
our families.

Kerry and 1 had some faith, but it was blurred by all the
medical facts we had been told. During the service we sang
the song that God had given to me, ‘For you are great, you
do miracles so grear.” Kerry and | went forward for prayer and
Major Craig Millington anointed me with oil and prayed for
healing for our baby.

Craig’s wife, Major Sharon Millington, placed her hand
on iy tummy and during the prayer both she and [ noticed
the baby begin to move, Babies can mowve around a lot, but this
seemed different. Cur baby kept moving unusually, through
that night and untl mid-moming the following day. [ believe
God was working to restore our baby 1o full health.

>
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Appendix Eight (cont.)

>> Our Beautiful Blessing

The specialist had strongly suggested that
because of all the risks with CMV, our
baby should be delivered at Wellington
Hospital. This meant that [ could not
have my midwife as she would be out of
her area, plus we would be away from
our family in Palmerstcon North. We
thought we would be alone. But our
families said, ‘If you are having the baby
in Wellington, we're coming too!” So did
my midwife, who accompanied us in a
support role for the birth.

On 2 June 2005, I was induced
at Wellington Hospital and laboured
throughout the afternoon. My midwite
repeatedly prayed with us and for our
‘anointed child’. At 7:29pm our beautiul
girl Olivia Mare Satherley was born. She
cried immediately, which was the greatest
sound ['ve heard. She was 2 healthy seven
pounds, one ounce.

A pediatrician saw no need for
her to go to the neo-natal unit. Within
minutes of her birth, our family almost
filled the delivery suite. They were
overjoyed and emotional.

Qur stay in Wellington ended up
being less than two days, notthe minimum
of a week that we were onginally told.
Olivia had a head scan at three weeks old
that revealed all the excess fluid on her

bramn had drained away and the ventcricles
were normal size. Praise God/

An  eye examination at [wo
months of age showed nothing unusual
and no further cests are required. A
hearing test at five months also showed
ne abnommalities. A pediatrician  and
developmental therapist still assess Olivia,
but these assessments show that there are
no health or developmental concerns.
We continue to pray ffc,ar her though.

God used this challenge to increase
our faith. We experienced the power of
prayer, as we had times of great peace
when we could have been very anxious.
We witnessed love and faith in action by
our wonderful families and church family.
We recognised God through a simple
rainbow; something that stll reminds us
of the miracle he performed in Olivia.

We know that God is the giver
of life and every child is a precious gift.
Most importantly, God has proven again
that he is the Almighty God and the
Great Healerm

A big thark you to all who prayed for Olivia
and our fanily during that uncertain period.
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